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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to study the guidelines and meaning of lawful protection of police
officers and to study the problems of police officers regarding self-defense in emergencies, in critical situations
that may cause danger to the body or life. The methodology is the research of documents and information
obtained from interviews. The results of the study found that the law on self-defense that applies to the operations
does not specifically provide for it. There is Section 68 of the Criminal Code, which is the same law that governs
the self-defense of ordinary people. Moreover, the above principles can be interpreted widely thus its use must
be based on uncertain court judgments. Even though the Criminal Procedure Code, Section 83, paragraph 3, or
the regulations regarding arrest do not change the results. Therefore, it shows that the existing law does not
facilitate the work of the police because it does not correspond to the reality of the situation. The results of
international research studies and the opinions of human dynamics experts regarding the ability of police officers
to perform in stressful emergencies appear to be different from the Thai legal perspective. As a result, when
police officers use force in self-defense, they receive undue damage because from the law viewpoint is
considered an act of excessive severity while the guidelines of foreign laws, such as the laws of Minnesota,
United States, are more consistent and facilitate the work of police officers. So, if Thailand develops appropriate
laws while simultaneously controlling the use of that power, it will make the use of force by police officers more
efficient and verifiable. Police officers will have morale in performing their duties in maintaining peace and order

for the people while the public will have confidence in the police officers' duties performance.
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