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ABSTRACT

This research aimed 1) to study the roles of community leaders in preventing and solving drug
problems in Pong district, Phayao province, 2) to study factors affecting the roles of community leaders in
preventing and solving drug problems in Pong district, Phayao province. This research is considered qualitative
research. The data was collected from a sample group consisting of subdistrict headmans, assistant subdistrict
headmans, subdistrict medical practitioners, village headmans, and assistant village headmans, totaling 183
people, by using a questionnaire. The data was analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test, and one-way ANOVA.

The findings are illustrated as follows. 1) overall the roles of community leaders in preventing
and solving drug problems in Pong district, Phayao province were at a high level. When sorted from the highest
to the lowest means in terms of the roles of community leaders in preventing and solving drug problems in
Pong district, Phayao province, it was found that the highest aspect was considered as the prevention of drug
problems (><_= 4.08, S.D. = 0.52), followed by the management (>-<—= 3.70, S.D. = 0.70), the suppression of
drug problems as well as the treatment and recovery, both of which contain an identical mean (x = 3.67, S.D.
= 0.68), respectively. 2) According to the hypothesis test, the research findings of factors affecting the roles of
community leaders in preventing and solving drug problems in Pong district, Phayao province showed that the
roles of community leaders in preventing and solving drug problems in Pong district, Phayao province, based on
characteristic variables of community leaders: gender, age, educational degree, and current position, were not
different. Nevertheless, the duration of holding a position was significantly different to the roles of community
leaders in preventing and solving drug problems in Pong district, Phayao province, with statistically significant at

0.05 level.
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