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ABSTRACT

This independent study entitled “Guidelines for Waste Management with Community
Participation of Chun Subdistrict Municipality, Chun District, Phayao Province” aimed to: (1) study the
current problems of waste management in Chun Subdistrict Municipality, and (2) propose waste
management guidelines based on community participation. The research employed a qualitative
methodology, collecting data through in-depth interviews with twelve key informants, including
municipal executives, public health officials, community leaders, and local residents. Supporting data
were also gathered from relevant documents, government policies, and previous studies. The findings
revealed that Chun Subdistrict Municipality has faced long-standing waste management problems. The
main issues included overflowing landfills emitting foul odors, leachate contaminating natural water
sources, and seasonal burning of waste causing air pollution. The municipality faced limitations in
resources, including personnel, garbage trucks, and necessary equipment. Additionally, most residents
lacked knowledge of proper waste separation methods, and there was no systematic monitoring of
the amount of residual waste. In response to these issues, the municipality-initiated community-based
waste management measures in 2017. These included holding village-level community meetings for
joint planning, promoting waste separation at the source, establishing waste banks, and implementing
the “wet waste bin to reduce global warming” project under the Ministry of Interior’s policy. The
municipality also set up a waste management learning center to serve as a hub for collecting, sorting,
and compacting waste, as well as disseminating knowledge to the community. A key factor
contributing to the success of this initiative was the active role of a local women’s volunteer group
called “Sao Dok Euang Muang Chun.” This group played a significant role in educating the community
about waste management and encouraging continuous public participation, resulting in increased
awareness and effective household waste separation. As a result of these efforts, the municipality
successfully reduced the amount of waste by up to 62 percent and was able to systematically close
its former landfill. The community developed a more efficient system for waste separation and
management. Furthermore, the local waste learning center has become a model for other areas

seeking to implement sustainable, community-based waste management approaches.
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