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ABSTRACT

This independent study is qualitative research with the objectives to: 1) study and explore
the key and charming tourism resources of Loei Province; 2) seek approaches for the development and
promotion of tourism in Loei Province; 3) explore cultural capital; and 4) explore historical capital of Loei
Province. Data were collected through interviews with key informants from four sectors: government,
private sector, academia, and community.The study found that Loei Province possesses a diverse range
of tourism resources - natural, cultural, and historical - with strong potential to attract tourists. However,
tourism management at the community level lacks a clear structure, mechanisms for multi-sectoral

participation, and knowledge of sustainable tourism management.

Recommendations from the key informants suggest that a management organization such
as a Destination Management Organization (DMO) should be established at the provincial or local level.
Continuous community promotion, personnel development, and tourism management according to the
Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC) are also necessary. Moreover, Loei Province has outstanding
cultural capital, including the Phi Ta Khon Festival, Tai Dam language, and an agricultural lifestyle, all of
which can be effectively developed into cultural tourism activities. Communities currently welcome
tourists through both day trips and overnight stays and have created local products reflecting the Tai

Dam identity, contributing to income generation and sustainable local development.
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szeylng (Short-Haul)
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