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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the geographical background of Chaophomahayaksamphanton (The Great
Guardian Spirit of the Three Thousand Giants), Wat Sri Lom, Mueang Lampang District, Lampang Province, analyze beliefs
through symbols appearing in the ceremony of offering to Chaophomahayaksamphan ton, and analyze factors of the
existence of the ceremony based on the role of the ceremony of offering to Chao phomahayakyamphanton and the social
context. The research was conducted using folklore methods, both written and oral data, through fieldwork. Then, the data
were synthesized and analyzed according to the research objectives. The results of the study were presented in a
descriptive analysis. The research findings reveal that Chaophomahayaksamphanton (The Great Guardian Spirit of the Three
Thousand Giants) refers to a manifestation of Thaowessuwan enshrined at Wat Si Lom in Mueang District, Lampang Province,
according to the legend surrounding the founding of Khelang Nakhon (Lampang City) and Kukkut Nakhon. Ancient
documents from Lampang, as well as oral traditions of Lampang residents, illustrate the connections between
Chaophomahayak samphanton and various significant events in different locations within Lampang. These connections
underpin the sacred status of Wat Si Lom and the enduring reverence that the people of Lampang hold for
Chaophomahayak samphanton. The beliefs embedded in the rituals dedicated to Chao Pho Maha Yak Sam Phan Ton are
expressed through five symbolic dimensions: beliefs concerning the ritual practitioners, beliefs about the sacred space
where the rituals take place, beliefs regarding the timing of the rituals, beliefs related to ritual offerings, and symbolic
behaviors performed during the rituals. The persistence of the Chaophomahayak samphanton ritual tradition can be
attributed to six core functions of these rituals: providing solace and spiritual strength to devotees, fostering communal love
and unity, showcasing the identity and self-expression of the community, promoting knowledge and understanding of the
ritual texts and principles for moral living, regulating community members’ behaviors, and enhancing the local economy
through cultural capital. In addition, ten contextual factors reinforce the sustainability of the Chaophomahayak
samphanton’s offering rituals. These include: the uninterrupted transmission of beliefs about Chaophomahayak samphanton
from ancestors, the community’s desire to overcome personal and collective challenges, the perception of Chaopho-
mahayaksamphanton as a living legend within the community, the annual development and regularity of the rituals, the
pride the community of Si Lom and Lampang residents take in the rituals, the role of the rituals in improving the quality of
life for community members, the promotion and dissemination of stories about Chaopho-mahayak samphanton through
various media, constraints regarding the number of sacred spaces for votive offerings, government policies aimed at
promoting domestic tourism, and the constructed sacredness of the rituals themselves. These factors collectively support

the enduring significance of the rituals amid changing sociocultural and historical circumstances.
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